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  WASHINGTON, D.C. ‚ Through his role on the House Appropriations Committee, Congressman John W. Olver (D-1st District) is urging the Administration to plan for long-term solutions to housing and transportation needs in the region affected by Hurricane Katrina.

  Olver is the Ranking Member on the Appropriations Subcommittee on Transportation, Treasury, HUD, Judiciary and District of Columbia. The subcommittee held two hearings recently with Administration officials regarding public housing and transportation in the Gulf Coast region after Hurricane Katrina.

  The hearings were held today, Oct. 6, 2005 and last week, on Sept. 27, 2005.  Today, Secretary of Transportation Norman T. Mineta and Assistant Secretary for Budget and Programs Phyllis Schienberg appeared before the subcommittee.  On Sept. 27, officials from the Department of Housing and Urban Development ‚ Roy Banardi, Deputy Secretary of HUD, and Brian Montgomery, Federal Housing Authority Commissioner and Assistant Secretary of HUD ‚ appeared before the subcommittee.

 At the hearings, Olver questioned officials on their plans for rebuilding federal housing for thousands of displaced individuals and families and for repairing and reconstructing the transportation infrastructure damaged or destroyed by the hurricane, including roads, bridges and highways, as well as transit, rail and aviation.

  "It has been over four weeks since Hurricane Katrina made landfall and devastated the Gulf Coast, destroying a significant portion of federal housing and causing extensive damage to transportation infrastructure," Olver said. "The incredible images of the destruction wreaked upon New Orleans and the Gulf region have been seared permanently in the minds and souls of Americans ‚ both the destruction of man made objects and the enormity of the human tragedies."

  Olver added, "Rebuilding the region is something that we're going to be dealing with for a very long time. Now is the time to take the appropriate steps to ensure that we are planning for the future of the Gulf Coast region and its residents."

  The Gulf Coast region includes more than 700,000 units of HUD-assisted or insured housing for approximately 2 million people, including 17,000 units of elderly housing and 1,300 units of housing for the disabled.  The hurricane caused an unprecedented need to shelter and house millions of displaced individuals and families.  Preliminary HUD estimates show that 50,000 homes were destroyed by Hurricane Katrina.

  "We must take a very serious look at HUD's current programs and its ability and authority to respond to housing crises," Olver said. "Congress must find the best way to use HUD's resources to come up with innovative and creative ways to provide decent, safe and affordable long-term housing for all of the families along the Gulf Coast."

  Regarding transportation, Olver noted that DOT has repaired the US-11 bridge that links Slidell to eastern New Orleans for emergency response vehicles, is working with Louisiana officials to begin to repair the heavily damaged I-10 bridge across Lake Pontchartrain, and is working with affected states to develop preliminary emergency relief funding estimates for rebuilding damaged highways and bridges.

  "This is a good start, but rebuilding the region's transportation infrastructure will be difficult," Olver said. "We need to remain focused on DOTís role in providing guidance and assistance to the states and localities as they develop their plans for rebuilding transportation modes over the long term."
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